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years and it is to the family's best interest to return to its legal residence,
assistance may be granted only until such return can be made.
4. Relief to the Needy Unemployed cannot be given to cases eligible
for assistance under other categories.
VI. Determining Eligibility. A. The Investigation. Before assistance
may be granted to any person a complete investigation and report must
be made concerning each factor of eligibility. It is important that the
investigation concerning eligibility be made clear in the record.
B. Verification. 1. Citizenship. Where the applicants birthplace is not
in the United States or territorial possessions, proof of United States
citizenship shall be the responsibility of the applicant and must be sup-
plied by documentary evidence. Such documents should consist of citizen-
ship papers, or certification by the Department of Labor of derivative
citizenship acquired through the nationalization of parents, treaty agree-
ments, etc. True copies of such papers shall become a part of the case
record.
2. Age. South Carolina has required birth registration only since 1915
(See Section 5130, S. C. Code, 1932). Since this is the case less accurate
means of registration will have to be used to verify age for old age as-
sistance. The following documents may be considered reliable sources
of verification:
a. Marriage certificates having the date of marriages, birthplace, and
the ages of the contracting parties,
b. Birth certificates of children of applicants, those certificates show-
ing the age of the parents at the time of the children's birth.
c. Ages of sons and daughters when these are sufficiently advanced;
but these must be verified.
d. Naturalization papers which sometimes give the age at the time of
naturalization; but in all cases indicate that the person was twenty-one
at that time.
e. Passports and service books of immigrants,
f. Parish records and baptismal certificates.
g. Bible records or other written family records; birthday books, old
embroidered samplers; old family pictures with dates and ages, etc. State
type of family record used for verification.
h. Insurance papers. The frequency with which people under-state their
age for insurance purposes makes them unreliable when they indicate
that the insured is under seventy, but fairly conclusive evidence that a
person whom they show to be seventy is at least that age.
i. Employment records.
j. School records. These are occasionally, but not ordinarily, available.
k. Records of trade unions, fraternal societies or other organizations.
1. Federal or state records in the case of those who have been in Civil
or Military service of the nation or state.
m. Daughters of American Revolution records.
n. Hospital records, or those of physicians.
o. Vaccination certificates.
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